
1591Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / July 30

broken system, and we ought to fix it without
delay.

Folks, 60 years ago this fight started. Fifty
years ago Truman tried it three times and
failed. Twenty-nine years ago, halfway be-
tween the beginning and now, President
Johnson came to this city to sign Medicare
into law and to give Harry and Bess Truman
Medicare cards one and two. I’ll bet there
are a lot of people in this audience whose
parents have been helped by Medicare. I bet
there are a lot of people in this audience
whose family budgets would have been se-
verely strained if it hadn’t been for Medicare.

If you have ever dealt with Medicare, you
know that it’s the furthest thing in the world
from socialized medicine. Senior citizens
pick their doctors, and the doctors make the
decision. And yet, the arguments we’re hear-
ing today against this plan are the same argu-
ments the same crowd made against Medi-
care 29 years ago, just like they did against
Harry Truman 50 years ago and FDR 60
years ago.

Let’s do better. Let’s finish Harry Tru-
man’s fight. We’re halfway home, and we can
go all the way. And let me say this. I want
to be as good as my word to say we should
talk about people, not slogans. In this be-
loved State of yours there are 700,000 Mis-
sourians without health care. There are
175,000 children without health care. But
there are millions who could lose their health
care. They’re an injury, a sickness, a job loss,
a job change away from losing it. I believe
we can do better.

I was raised in a home with a mother who
was widowed when I was born, who left me
with my grandparents to learn to be a nurse.
I grew up around hospitals. And I buried my
mother earlier this year, after a long and
brave battle with cancer for which, thank
God, she received magnificent care because
she had health insurance. How can we in
good conscience say, when we know every
other country’s done it, when we know Ha-
waii has done it and saved money doing it
and made people more healthy, how can we
say America is not up to it? How can we
give in to those who would play to our fear
and our fears of the future instead of going
forward? Harry Truman would say the buck
stops here, the buck stops in Congress and

the buck stops with you. Let’s push it over
the finish line this year.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. outside
the Truman Courthouse in Independence Square.
In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Mel Carnahan
of Missouri and Health Security Express riders
Susan and Rachel Crowthers.

Remarks Upon Arrival in Cleveland,
Ohio
July 30, 1994

Well, first, let me thank all of you for com-
ing out to see Hillary and me. We are de-
lighted to be back in Ohio and glad to be
back in Cleveland. And I know I started the
baseball season here, so I know you’re all
really thrilled at how well the Indians are
doing. And I—[inaudible]—hope there won’t
be a strike.

[At this point, the President’s microphone
failed.]

Is it working now?
Let me just say a—[inaudible]. It keeps

dying. Can you hear it now? All right, we’ll
try again.

As you know, I’m here on behalf of Joel
Hyatt’s campaign. I’m proud to be here help-
ing him. I also want to say how delighted
I am to be here with Congressmen Louis
Stokes, Sherrod Brown, and Eric Fingerhut.
And I want to make just a couple of points.

When I came here seeking the Presidency,
and Ohio gave me the votes first to be nomi-
nated and then to be elected, I knew that
this was a State which was really the heart-
land of America, where people were more
or less evenly divided by party but where ev-
erybody wanted this country to work again
for ordinary Americans. And I made some
commitments to you, that I’d work on restor-
ing the economy, bringing the American peo-
ple together instead of dividing us, making
the Government work for ordinary people
again, and strengthening our communities
and our families at the grassroots.

And let me just say that if you look at what
has happened, we have worked very hard,
often against bitter, bitter opposition, to
make this country work. We adopted a plan
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to reduce the deficit, after the other party
had the White House for 12 years and quad-
rupled the debt, without a single solitary vote
from the other side. We passed the biggest
deficit reduction plan in history, reduced
spending by $255 billion, gave tax cuts to
500,000 working families in the State of Ohio
alone, asked 47,000 who can afford it to pay
higher taxes to pay the debt down.

Now, what has happened? We, the Demo-
crats alone, without any help unfortunately
from Congress from the other party, have re-
duced the Federal Government to its lowest
size since Kennedy was President. We have
taken $700 billion off the national debt that
would have been there before we came in
and passed our economic plan. And what has
been the result: 3.8 million new jobs, a 1.5-
percent drop in the unemployment rate, the
largest number of new businesses in any year
since the end of World War II. This plan
is working, and we need to keep Sherrod and
Eric and Lou in the Congress and elect Joel
Hyatt to keep America’s economy going.

The other party, they always talked about
how tough they were on crime. But for 6
years, under two administrations, there was
no crime bill. Last week, the Members of
the Senate and the House voted to put on
the floor of this Congress this week the
toughest anticrime bill in the history of the
United States. So those are two reasons that
I ran for President on—restoring the econ-
omy, helping to deal with crime.

I just want to say one last thing. This last
week was a great week for America. The King
of Jordan and the Prime Minister of Israel
came to Washington to end their war and
to pledge to work for peace. And we’ve been
working hard on that. Peace for our chil-
dren—[inaudible].

After working hard on it for a year and
a half, the President of Russia called me and
told me that Russian troops would get out
of Central and Eastern Europe for the first
time since World War II, making the world
more peaceful for these children here.

But I’m telling you, what we owe these
kids is not just peace in the world but peace
on our streets and peace of mind. That means
we need to pass the crime bill. We need to
provide health care for all Americans, and
we need to do it now.

Let me say to you, I went to Washington
hoping against hope and against all the evi-
dence that I could work with people of both
parties to make this country a better place.
And I have done everything I could to over-
come the kind of inertia and opposition we
have faced. And I just want you to know,
if you like the fact that the American econo-
my’s recovering, if you like the fact that we’re
going to finally do something serious about
crime, if you like the fact that after years we
voted family leave, we voted for the Brady
bill, we voted to make the American people
safer, then you ought to keep these people
in Congress and send Joel Hyatt to the Sen-
ate so we can do things, not stop things. This
is a country that’s can-do. And we’re going
to do if you put people in the Congress who
believe in making America a better place.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:11 p.m. at Cleve-
land-Hopkins International Airport. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at a Reception for Joel
Hyatt in Mayfield Heights, Ohio
July 30, 1994

I’m delighted to be here with Joel and
Susan and their two fine sons, who spoke so
well and really said it all, and with Joel’s
mother, who must be so proud of him.

You know, if it hadn’t been for my mother,
I would never have been elected President,
because there were plenty of elections I ran
in where she and I were the only two people
who thought I had a chance to win. [Laugh-
ter] Unfortunately, a time or two they were
right, and we were wrong. [Laughter] But
we just kept on going.

I’m delighted to be here with Senator and
Mrs. Metzenbaum, and with all of you. I
want to say a special word of thanks to attor-
ney general Lee Fisher for his leadership on
the fight against crime and for his leadership
on behalf of the Clinton-Gore ticket. I also
want to say a special word of thanks to the
three Members of Congress that Joel men-
tioned, Tom Sawyer, Sherrod Brown, and
Eric Fingerhut, without whom our economic
program would not have passed and this
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